
for Hyclorite, while the General Laboratories manufactures
the product. While the entire policy of publicity in the
exploitation of Hyclorite was supposed to be subject to the
approval of the General Laboratories, the instance to which
The Journal took exception was, apparently, an unauthorized
act on the part of an authorized agent. In the communication
previously referred to, this incident is thus explained:

"Now the fact is, that a certain amount of preferred stock, together
with a plain business statement, approved by both of our corporations,
and by corporation attorneys of very high standing, were placed in the
hands of a broker to be offered by him, presumably to his regular
business clientele, and the broker evidently prepared and sent other
matter, including letters, to physicians, without any knowledge or

approval whatsoever on our part, and contrary to instructions that all
proposed letters and other publications used by them should first bear
our written approval before being used. The broker presumably is not
familiar with the ethics of the medical association, nor was it necessary
for him to be, if he had simply adhered to the agreement tinder which
the business was entrusted to his hands.
"The officers of General Laboratories and Bethlehem Laboratories

both regret the blunder and agree fully with you as to the impropriety
of permitting the solicitation of members of the medical profession.
The broker was immediately stopped as soon as it was discovered what
had happened, and I am authorized to say to you on behalf of both
companies that so far as lies within our power, r.othing shall be per¬
mitted or done with respect to Hyclorite, which does not conform in
every particular to clean, approved ethics, both professional and in a
business way."

ACETONE AS A DECOLORIZER IN GRAM'S
STAINING METHOD

To the Editor:\p=m-\Withthe increasing cost of alcohol and
the difficulty of obtaining the pure substance, the following
uses of acetone for alcohol may prove of interest. Available
literature does not mention them, but they are so simple that
acetone must have been used in this manner before.
The current local price of medicated 95 per cent, alcohol is

$1.60 per pint, and absolute alcohol cannot be purchased
locally. In place of alcohol, acetone 50 cents per pint, kept
dehydrated with calcium chlorid, has been used for tissue
work not only for dehydrating preparatory to embedding in
paraffin in the usual manner, but also for passing from xylene
to water and hematoxylin and thence from water to xylene
again in staining sections on slides. The results are very
satisfactory, and with a small amount of eosin in the last
acetone, counterstaining and dehydration are accomplished
in one step.
Gram's method of staining shows variations in results,

depending on the amount of time used in decolorizing by the
alcohol as well as by the length of time that the stains are

applied. That the method is open to variations in results and
can be performed by various technics is shown by the two
methods recommended by the Committee on the Descriptive
Chart of the Society of American Bacteriologists (Journal
of Bacteriology 4:112, 1919) and the unwillingness of the
committee to adopt a standard without more investigation.
The committee recommends absolute alcohol in each case as

a decolorizer.
For some unknown reason, acetone was tried as a decolor¬

izer for Gram's method, the first slide being a prostatic smear

containing numerous pus cells and secondary invading pus
cocci. The rapidity and completeness with which the gentian
violet-iodin compound was washed out of the pus cells was

remarkable; but the pus cocci retained the stain perfectly.
This method of decolorization has been used ever since with
much satisfaction. In order to check results, smears for
Gram's, staining are made on slides containing colon bacilli
on one end and staphylococci on the other. The results
checked in this way have been perfect. The acetone gives
quicker and more complete decolorization of gram-negative
bodies than does alcohol, as it is sufficient to flood the slide
a few times with acetone, about five to ten seconds, to bring-
about decolorization. The quickness of decolorization, aside

from the cheapness of acetone over alcohol, has much to
recommend the method. The gentian violet used is a formal-
dehyd mixture, which appears to keep indefinitely (gentian
violet, 4.8; alcohol, 100; formaldehyd solution, IS; water to
400). The iodin solution is the usual 1, 2, and 300 combina¬
tion of iodin, potassium iodid and water. The counterstain
used is safranin (safranin, 1 ; alcohol, 25 ; water to 200). The
stains and the iodin are applied about one minute each.

Acetone is also useful in drying-pipets and syringes, instead
of the usual two washings with alcohol and ether.

M. W. Lyon, Jr., M.D., South Bend, Ind.

"CREDULITY AND CURES"
To the Editor:—According to the concluding lines of Dr.

Isador H. Coriat's communication (The Journal, Sept. 25,
1920, p. 892), "psychanalysis is based on the fundamental prin¬
ciple that its practice and technic must be directed toward
that unconscious thinking which forms the basis of every
neurosis." Who told the psychanalysts that unconscious
thinking formed the basis for every neurosis? Was it
Virchow, perhaps? Virchow, the liberator of medicine from
mysticism, told us that an objective cause lay behind every
subjective symptom. Some of us surgeons believe that Freud
as a mystic has set medicine well back toward the middle of
the last century, a sort of blight that comes over our profes¬
sion from time to time. When we dispose of a neurosis that
has been precipitated by some peripheral irritation or focal
infection and do this in a pragmatic sort of way with a jack-
knife, we are prone to conclude that any unconscious think¬
ing in the case must have been done by the wily microbe. I
admit that when a patient has dreams after eating Welsh
rabbit at night there may be something in the repressed wish
idea, a repressed wish that quail on toast had been eaten
instead of the rabbit. The repression in this case, however,
would relate to the fact that the dreamer couldn't afford to
pay for quail. Robert T. Morris, M.D., New York.

"TETANY FOLLOWING FORCED
RESPIRATION IN MAN"

To the Editor:\p=m-\InThe Journal, September 11, p. 746, is
an editorial on "Tetany Following Forced Respiration in
Man." As the work of Grant and Golden, which you quote,
is in large measure confirmatory of the results published by
Collip and Backus in the April issue of the American Journal
of Physiology, I take it that through some oversight that paper
has been overlooked. So far as I am able to ascertain, it
contained the first account of definite tetany following forced
respiration. J. B. Collip, Ph.D., Edmonton, Canada.

Queries and Minor Notes

Anonymous Communications and queries on postal cards will nut
be noticed. Every l&tter must contain the writer's name and address,but these will be omitted, on request.

ESTIMATION OF KIDNEY FUNCTION WITH PHENOL¬
SULPHONEPHTHALEIN METHOD

To the Editor :—1, Please describe the laboratory method in detailfor estimating the phenolsulphonephthalein excretion when this sub¬
stance is given intravenously and the urine is collected through the
ureteral catheter for two fifteen minute periods.

2. What is the normal output of phenolsulphonephthalein for the
first and second fifteen minute periods, when the urine is collected
through the ureteral catheter?

Please omit my name and address. L. M. P.
Answer.—1. While phenolsulphonephthalein for the pur¬

pose of testing the kidney function may be injected intra-
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